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EASTERN ILUN-:JIS U~~lVERSITY 
Charleston, lllinors 
September 21, 1983 
Select L 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and PublicAtions (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL--The four recipients of Distinguished Alumnus 
Awards at Eastern Illinois University all have area connections. They 
will receive the.awards at a Homecoming luncheon ceremony on Oct. 1. 
Robert Hill, class of 1944 and George Woodyard, 1954, are both 
Charleston natives. John Voigt, 1942, formerly lived in Mattoon. 
Jack Payan, 1952, is a former sports editor of the Mattoon Journal-
Gazette. 
Hill has been employed since 1952 with Menasco, Inc., Burbank, 
Calif. As the firm's project engineer assigned to the Space Shuttle 
Orbiter Program, he worked closely with Rockwell International Space 
Division Engineering to finalize the design of the orbiter's landing 
gears. 
As program engineer and manager of aircraft programs at Menasco, 
Hill supervised their engineering efforts through detail design, 
development, and testing of the orbiter main and nose landing gears. 
Payan in 1982 was elected president of the Independent Insurance 
Agents of America and has been in the insurance business for 28 years. 
He founded a one-man agency in 1958 which merged in 1970 into the 
Payan-Stitt Corp., Palos Heights. 
Voigt is professor of botany and Associate Dean, College of 
Science at Southern Illinois University-Carbondale. At SIU since 1950, 
Voigt has served as Dean of the General Studies Division. 
Woodyard is professor of Spanish and Associate Dean of the 
Graduate School at the University of Kansas. He also serves as Associate 
Vice Chancellor of Research and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, 
Graduate Studies and Public Service at the University. 
